
WCF also aids the elderly with their pets and  
other needs, visiting them regularly if needed.
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aniMaL aid & WcF  
TEaM UP!
SPay/nEUTER  
dOWn TO $40

Animal Aid and WildCat Foundation 
recently joined hands to promote 

low cost spay and neuter options. At only 
$40, it is more affordable for people to do 
their part so that, even during challenging 
economic times, love and compassion still 
prevail in Acadiana. b

WildCat Foundation 
is all about spay-

ing and neutering. Our 
non-profit organization 
is dedicated to prevent-
ing the overpopulation 
of feral and stray cats. 
For 7 years, we’ve edu-
cated people and helped 

the spay/neuter effort in Acadiana. Our 
volunteer base is growing and our dream 
of a low cost spay/neuter clinic in Lafayette 
is developing into a reality.

Why is spay/neuter so important? In 2008, 
4,900 stray, feral and companion animals 
were killed at Lafayette Animal Control 
Center. Thousands more of them were 
abandoned — some even watched their 
owners drive away, leaving them in  
unfamiliar territories. Some had litters in 
tow and others survived only to reproduce 
in your community. Save lives and help 
improve our community through preven-
tion. Spay and neuter! b

The phone rang early that cold winter 
morning. Moments later, Jaime was 

in the driveway. The paramedics waited 
outside. Mr. Nelson’s door was padlocked 
and they would not enter. We broke  
down the weakly framed door and found  

My job as a musician often takes 
me far from home. I’ve traveled 

throughout America and have been  
fortunate to experience other cultures,  
indulge in their music and food, and  
simply see how one community inter-
twines with another. Some neighborhoods 
come together to solve problems —  
others don’t — but in the end, I do believe 
that our actions, whether negative or  
otherwise, set the tone for others around us.

On this one particular journey, I was late 
for my flight, had my luggage searched, 
and just when I thought things couldn’t 
get worse, the pilot announced we would 
be delayed on the runway due to weather. 
I decided to make the best of it by finish-
ing the book I was currently reading… 
however, I was seated next to a talkative 
child and the more I tried to read, the 

Tommy Alesi, WildCat Volunteer & Drummer  
for Beausoleil Avec Michael Doucet

Jaime Martin
WCF President
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BOnnE nUiT Continued …

In December 2008, St. Landry Parish 
Animal Control Shelter removed the 

carbon monoxide chamber with the help 
of a grant from the HSUS. The removal of 
the chamber made way for the use of lethal 
injection, which provides a rapid, painless, 
stress free euthanasia of the animals.

Now at SLPACS, animals are no longer 
viewed as a number, date, and time. They 
are now seen as the unique individuals  
they are. The CO chamber almost made euthanasia a routine thing. Once an animal  
was put in the chamber, personnel could walk away while the animals were slowly put  
to sleep. Almost — if you will — a way to forget about what was happening. 

No worker likes to euthanize the animals, but with lethal injection they are able to 
comfort the animal they’ve cared for and provide them with a friendly face to see them 
on their way. It has also helped to provide closure for the employee. They no longer have 
to wonder if the animal suffered during euthanasia. They were there during the process 
and were able to say “goodbye.” b Patricia Guillory

Animal Control Supervisor

Mr. Nelson unconscious in his chair. It 
took much longer than I’d have thought, 
but 40 minutes later he was on his way to  
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, where  
he died later that evening.

WCF helps with Trap Neuter and Return for 
the elderly. When helping, we often discover a 
myriad of other problems they live with.

When we had first arrived, two police  
officers were parked in the driveway.  
Their car became nothing more than a 
fuzzy object because they chose to stay 
inside. After all, it was a cold day and  
coffee was warmer than a home without 
heat. Once the paramedics took  
Mr. Nelson away the police vanished. 

Inside, we found PoCo with his sweater 
on, sitting on Mr. Nelson’s bed. King was 
in his doggie bed, tethered to a nearby 

wall and wrapped in Mr. Nelson’s prayer 
blanket. We left carrying out the lovable 
but unruly dogs. Except for their visits 
with Jaime, they’d spent every moment 
with Mr. Nelson. Jaime had promised  
him proper care for PoCo and King.  
If Mr. Nelson had not phoned us, his  
dogs would have been alone in the  
now-deserted house.

WCF helps with Trap, Neuter and Return 
for the elderly. When helping, we often 
discover a myriad of other problems 
they live with. Sometimes it’s a line in a 
person’s face, the way they smile, or a joke 
they tell that grabs hold of your soul. I’m 
not certain what it was with Mr. Nelson 
but Jaime was smitten and a two year  
relationship was formed between them.

After Mr. Nelson’s passing, PoCo and 
King were an emotional challenge. They 
lived with Jaime. She insisted they’d find a 
home together, but all calls were for King. 
Months later, a couple named Murphy 
phoned so we drove PoCo and King two 
hours north to visit them. We returned 
to Lafayette without the dogs. Every time 
Jaime phones the couple’s home, they 
answer “Murphy’s Rescue!”
 
I always think of Mr. Nelson when I drive 
down Evangeline Thruway. His house was 
condemned and is now a vacant lot. I still 
hear Mr. Nelson’s words to Jaime, “Love 
you chér…now don’t forget about me.“

Don’t worry about a thing, Mr. Nelson. 
We won’t forget you. And everything here 
is okay. b

Bonne Nuit, Mon Ami
Paula Stude-Alesi

WCF Vice President and Friend

a GOOd REad FOR aLL aGES 
What’s the Matter with Henry?  
The True Tale of a Three Legged Cat 

When Henry was found, his left leg 
dangled uselessly from his shoulder.  
That could have been the end of the story 
for this little striped kitten. Instead, it was 
the beginning of an unlikely adventure, 
as two dog lovers rescued him. Henry had 
to lose his leg but what he gained was far 
more valuable. His is a story of survival,  
courage, perserverance, and triumph. b
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Editor’s Note —
Provisions for pets in a will are sometimes overlooked. 
Thanks to WCF and the Murphy family’s rescue efforts, 
PoCo and King still have a loving home. Remember to 
include your pets in your will. After all, they’re family.

KinG

POcO

ST. LandRy aniMaL ShELTER 
USES PROGRESSivE METhOdS

Patricia Guillory, Animal Control Supervisor  
at the St. Landry Animal Control Shelter

 

 the Big easy

more questions she asked. I succumbed, 
closed my book, listened to her, and 
started longing for home. I took out my 
phone, and the little girl asked, “Who’s 
that?“ I showed her photos of my family 
and of course all my cats. By the end of 
the flight, she knew every one of the cats 
by name and personality. When I exited 
the plane, once again I was grounded, 
thanks to this talkative child.

The venue was held in Seattle’s perform-
ing Arts Center and between sets I went 
outside for some fresh air. Out of the 
corner of my eye, I saw a cat run by and 
knew instantly it was feral. I told the kitty 
not to worry, that I would bring her  
dinner after the gig. Later I returned,  
only to see a dozen tipped-ear ferals  
gathered around the ankles of their  
caregiver. I watched at a distance as he 
dealt with the task of feeding his colony. 
Then I realized… This man dressed in a 
designer suit wearing Italian shoes was the 
gentleman who had greeted the band earlier 
when we arrived. I left with a smile. I 
couldn’t wait to call home. b

Tommy Alesi
Wild Cat Volunteer & Drummer 

 for Beausoleil Avec Michael Doucet

hEaRT BEaT Continued …

a SMaLL ORGanizaTiOn 
dOinG BiG WORK

WCF IN ACTIoN!
•	 Over	7,000	cats	altered	in	 

Acadiana	in	7	years.
•	 Volunteers	donated	9,005	 

hours of their time in 2008.
•		 108	adoptions	in	2008.
•	 PetSmart	Charities,	ASPCA,	United	

Animal	Nations,	IFAW,	and	 
HSUS	awards	WCF	a	NOLA	grant	 
to	help	subsidize	the	opening	 
of	a	Humane	Alliance	Low	Cost	
Spay	Neuter	Clinic.

•	 Joined	forces	with	LAA	and	 
formed	Feral	Power.

When WCF heard of an opportunity 
to save ferals in The Big Easy, we 

didn’t miss a beat. I grew up on the West 
Bank, my father and mother both worked 
in the city, and as a child I brought my 
first kitten home from school. A litter 
of kittens had appeared on the campus 
playground, and one by one the children 
caught the kittens and brought them 
home. I had no idea my little kitten was 
the offspring of a feral cat. Years later I 
moved away from New Orleans, but I 
returned often — after all, I had strong 
connections — Café Du Monde,Camellia 
Grill, Lake Pontchartrain, City Park, 
Maple Leaf Bar and, of course, hurricanes.

Katrina changed not only the lives of 
those who lived in New Orleans but also 
the course of animal rescue. Thirty-eight 
percent of Lafayette families housed 
friends, family members, and pets from 
New Orleans. Our local rescue groups 
were overwhelmed with Katrina animals 
during that time, and thousands of  

free-roaming strays and ferals still live in 
The Big Easy. Hurricanes are part of our 
lives. Mention a hurricane like Katrina or  
Audrey and someone will tell you a story. 
We don’t know when another one will hit, 
but we do know that responsibly spaying 
and neutering animals reduces the num-
ber that need to be saved.

The feral cat scene in The Big Easy is tight. 
One only has to whisper the words “feral 
cat clinic” in New Orleans and the trap-
pers, UPS drivers, doctors, bartenders, and 
mothers spring into action. WCF received a 
generous $20,000 grant from the ASPCA, 
PetSmart Charities, United Animal  
Nations, IFAW, and HSUS. This funding 
will spay and neuter 500 NOLA ferals. 
These funds provided a much needed and 
highly appreciated boost to our efforts. 
To date, WCF has hosted 2 NOLA spay 
clinics with the help of Feral Cat Consor-
tium, where 187 ferals have been neutered. 
Hospitality definitely flows in The Big Easy, 
and trappers are always welcome! b

Paula Stude-Alesi
WCF Vice President

One only has to whisper  
the words “feral cat clinic” 
in New Orleans and the 
trappers, UPS drivers, 
doctors, bartenders, and 
mothers spring into action. 

SavinG FERaLS in

It’s A Statewide Effort
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Visit our Website for our adoptable pets: 
www.petfinder.com/shelters/LA140.html

 
F o u n d a t i o n

Cherry blossoms weren’t the only attraction at the U.S.  
Capitol May 2-3, 2009. The No Kill Conference united 

folks globally to learn how to move animal sheltering into the 
21st century. WildCat Foundation board members, Sheri Everett 
and Shelley Broussard were in attendance at George Washington 
University Law School. 

Nathan Winograd, founder of the No Kill Advocacy Center, had 
on hand the nation’s most powerful and influential leaders in 

Shelley Broussard (WCF Treasurer), Nathan Winograd (Founder of the  
No Kill Advocacy Center), & Sheri Everett (WCF board member) attended 
the No Kill Conference at the George Washsington University Law School.

WiLdcaT FOUndaTiOn GOES TO U.S. caPiTOL the animal world, including: 
Rebecca Huss, prosecuting  
attorney in the Michael Vick 
dog fighting case; Bonnie 
Brown, Director of the Year at 

Nevada Humane Society, and 
former COO, Best Friends 
Animal Society; Mike Fry 
from Animal Wise Radio; plus 
leading shelter directors from 
around the nation. Richard 
Avanzino, considered to be the 
father of the No Kill movement, 
stated “This conference is a 
turning point in the history of 
saving animals’ lives. The goal is 
to be a No Kill nation by 2015.” 

 To learn more about ending the 
killing of shelter animals visit 
www.nokilladvocacycenter.org.

 
F o u n d a t i o n
1001 East S t. Mary Blvd.
 Lafayette, LA  70503-2347
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iS yOUR vET 
FERaL FRiEndLy?

OURS iS.
 A. Phillip Dupont, D.V.M.

Dupont Veterinary Clinic, LLC
422 Eraste Landry Rd.

Lafayette, LA 70506
Ph: 337-234-0039 

k

Dr. Dupont has spayed, neutered 
and vaccinated thousands of cats 
for us over the past two years. 

WildCat Foundation is grateful 
for his tireless dedication toward 
helping us make Acadiana a more 
humane environment in which to 
live and work!

TNR


